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are decorated on this day (May Day) with all due attention
to the ancient solemnity; the sides are hung with garlands,
and the top terminated by a birch or other tall slender tree
with its leaves on ; the bark being peeled, and the stem
spliced to the pole, so as to give the appearance of one tree
from the summit" 1 Thus the renewal of the May-tree is
like the renewal of the Harvest-May ;s each is intended to
secure a fresh portion of the fertilising spirit of vegetation,
and to preserve it throughout the year. But whereas the
efficacy of the Harvest-May is restricted to promoting the
growth of the crops, that of the May-tree or May-branch
extends also, as we have seen, to women and cattle. Lastly, The May.
it is worth noting that the old May-tree is sometimes burned ^he ^
at the end of the year. Thus in the district of Prague ofthcycar,
young people break pieces of the public May-tree and place
them behind the holy pictures in their rooms, where they
remain till next May Day, and are then burned on the
hearth,8 In Wiirtemberg the bushes which are set up on
the houses on Palm Sunday are sometimes left there for a
year and then burnt,4 The eiresione (the Harvest-May of
Greece)-was perhaps burnt at the end of the yean5

So much for the tree-spirit conceived as incorporate or Tree-spirit
immanent in the tree.    We have now to shew that the tree- jjjjj^
spirit is often conceived and represented as detached from tree and
the tree and clothed in human form, and even as embodied [n
in living men or women.    The evidence for this anthropo-
morphic representation of  the tree-spirit is largely to be
found in the popular customs of European peasantry.   These
will be described presently, but before examining them we
may notice an Esthonian folk-tale which illustrates the same
train of thought very clearly.    Once upon a time, so runs
the tale, a young peasant was busy raking the hay in a

1 W. Hone, Every Day Book, u. 597     far aus Bohmm> p. 217 ; W. Maan-

jf.     Mr,  G.  W.   Prothero  tells me     hardt, Baumkultus> p. 566.
that about the year  1875  he saw a         * A. Birlinger, Volksthumlichts aus

permanent   May - pole   decked   with     Schwaben (Freiburg im Breisgau, r861-

flowers   on   May  Day  on   the   road      1862),  li.   74  sq.;   W.   Mannhardt,

between Cambridge  and  St.  Neot's,     Baumkultus, p. 566.
not far from the turning to Caxton*              * Aristophanes, Plutus, 1054 5 W.

* See above, pp. 47 jy.                         Mannhardt, Antike Wald- und Ftld-

3 Reinsberg-Diiringsfeld, Fest^JfCttUn-      kulte* pp. 222 *f.